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Fishers 


The lure hits the water with a 
splash; beckoningly and gracefully it 
weaves and glides over its watery 
pillow — flashing out ripples like 
radio waves to herald its presence. 
Caught by its glitter, the curious fish 
cocks its head and eyes the lure. 
“Come taste of my fruit; sweet is its 
flavour”, calls the laughing lure, 
sparkling in the clear water. Halt- 
ingly the fish edges closer. The sun- 
beams tumble through the water 
transforming the lure into a thing 
of unspeakable beauty. “Come dance 
with me” purrs the lure. “With me 
there is life”, she chides. ‘““To know 
me is to know freedom; to lose me 
is to forfeit all joy.” Caught by a 
passing wave, the lure, cut short in 
her speech, twirls like a spinning top 
through churning water. Hypnotized 
the fish hesitates . . . then darts and 
lunges . . . in one instant pain and 
joy combine; the lure is his. Across 
the fisherman’s face a smile spreads. 
Quickly he lets out his line, quickly 
to his wife he calls : “Make ready the 
fire and the pan”. The fish, seeming- 
ly free, is caught; still alive, he is 
good as dead. The lure has done her 
work well. She has sung of joy and 
poured out pain, has offered life and 
given death, has promised freedom 


but has taken captive. 

“And when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of 
the fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave also unto her husband with her; 
and he did eat.” Gen. 3:6. 

So is sin: offering man life — life 
without God; but life without God 


is death. Offering man freedom — 
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freedom from God; but freedo 
from God is slavery to whatever 
substituted for God — possessior 
power, popularity. So is sin: haw 
ing the wages of joy; paying tl 
wages of death. So is sin; and ¢ 
deceived, deluded, are all of us- 
poor fish. “For sin’, said Paul, “. 
deceived me... and killed me” Roy 
7:11. And so we poor fish bite aga 
and again and again, and the ancie 
fisherman roars like a lion aj 
thows out more line. 3 
Another fisherman stands upon t- 
bank. Almost without a splash, I 
bait drops into the water. Alme 
unnoticed, it rides in company w) 
other lures that call and cajole, th: 
beckon and promise, that peep ay 
mutter. His lure does not lift up 
voice and cry out, nor cause — 
voice to be heard in the streets: (( 
42:2) but for those who listen 
message is clear and plain: 

“Son, thy sins be all forgiven 
Neither do I condemn thee — Forg 
them for they know not what they 
—This my son was lost and is found, 
dead and is alive — Today shalt ti 
be with me in paradise —Come w 
me all ye that labour...” ; 
The majority of fish seem not™ 

hear the song of this lure or prete- 
not to notice it. But, nevertheless | 
makes its path through the sea é 
seeks out its fish and they bite ai 
are caught. But they do not se 
big fish nor important men: th’ 
is a tentmaker and a thief, a f 
fishermen and a prodigal son . . 
few babes, some women, a bl. 
Ethiopian chariot driver, a jailer, 2 
of all things a woman taken in ac! 
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en ~hiy j py 
(ry... and, oh yes,’ Mr. Levi who 
yllects taxes in the seat of custom. 
hese are the ones that are caught. 
sh, there are a few others. There 1s 
tle Master ‘Nobody-Notices-Me’ 
ruggling at his eleven plus, a Bir- 
ingham pensioner put into a home 
ad waiting to die, a London street- 
Iker, a Jamaican dockworker 
iPughing in the sun, a young house- 
ife doing last night’s washing up 
}, . and of all things some delegates 
-an annual Synod. For them it is 
‘Jot slavery to be caught in His net; 
ney do not fear to be pulled into His 
dat, for they have felt the grip of 
other net closing about them and 
ve felt the hot breath of another 
herman snorting above them. 
Hooked — all of them are pulled 
1— pulled in by a message of par- 
ygon and forgiveness. By a message 
yfat tells of how One born in a stable 
1 Bethlehem made Himself weak 
e the rest of men. The message 
oclaims how poor fish enmeshed 
fa net of guilt and destruction are 
pt free — how, by delivering Himself 
,|illingly into Satan’s net, He gave 
imself as a sacrifice in exchange for 
1 those who through the deceit of sin 
were subject to bondage and marked 
r death. 

It is through His Word of forgive- 
‘Jess and victory that we poor fish are 
oked and pulled out of the 
utches of guilt and never-ending 
ath. The Word of Forgiveness sets 
S$ poor fish free. But now, the very 
Vord of Forgiveness which has set 
free, He, the Masterfisherman, 
kes and commits into our hands, 
idding us to throw out this word to 
thers not yet caught by His love. 
“hus by possessing His Word of For- 
iveness, we are not only His fish, but 
dis fishers — fishers of men. As soon 
‘we witness to the Master Fisher- 


man who has called us out of dark- 
ness into light, we, the fish ourselyes, 
become fishermen. The Word that 
forgives our trespasses is at the same 
time the instrument that gives us 
the power to forgive others their 
trespasses against us and to proclaim 
His forgiveness to them. 

This is what the Church then is: 
The community of those who have 
been rescued by Him _ gathered 
around the Word through which He 
both rescues them and gives them 
the power to bring that rescue to 
others. That is what Jesus meant 
when He said: “I will make you 
fishers of men.” It is for this reason 
that the ELCE exists. It: isfor 
this reason that there is a Master 
Plan and a Master Plan Committee. 
For this reason there is an Office of 
the Ministry; and for this reason 
there is a Theological Training Pro- 
gramme at Westfield House. ~ It is 
because of the Great Master Fisher- 
man Himself that the ELCE is 
asking young men who have been 
hooked by the forgiving Word of 
Jesus to consider the Ministry of 
proclaiming that forgiveness as their 
calling in life. It is for this reason all 
of Christ’s people gather under His 
Word in worship every week. 

When the Lord Christ forgave 
Peter for denying Him three times — 
reinstating him as a shepherd of 
Christ’s sheep and a Fisher of men, 
it is significant that the words which 
conveyed Christ’s forgiveness to Peter 
were at the same time words which 
commissioned him a Fisher and 
Shepherd of men: ‘Feed my lambs, 
Feed my Sheep”. What Jesus says 
to Peter, He says to all: “Feed my 
sheep with the same food that has 
made you my sheep—the forgiveness 
of sins.” “I will make you Fishers of 
Men.” 


BE READY TO GIVE AN ANSWER 


Synod and Master Plan 


“What's a synod? I believe you 
attended one for your church recent- 
ly.” 

: “Why, yes, I was at Synod. The 
pastor and I represented our church 
in a sort of meeting which is some- 
thing like the annual general meeting 


of a secular organisation, 


“An A.G.M. is usually all business. 
What sort of business does the church 
have?” 


“It would be easy to answer ‘the 
Lord’s business’ but that would leave 
you none the wiser. [ll try to ex- 
plain how the Lord’s work becomes 
a very practical thing. There are 
reports from all the different organ- 
isations and committees that function 
for and within the church. There 
are elections for the offices which 
have become vacant in the various 
committees and boards. There are 
resolutions brought by various con- 
gregations, boards and committees 
to be discussed and acted upon 
by the Synod, and I think the real 
high point is the service of worship, 
when the whole congregation of 
Synod worships and prays together. 
I musn’t neglect to mention one ses- 
sion for which we wait with a real 
eagerness, and that is the one in 
which there are reports from the 
congregations. This list keeps getting 
longer, but it is wonderful to hear 
how the work of the Lord is being 
carried out in each separate congre- 
gation.” 

“It sounds to me that this sort of 
thing is all cut and dried before the 
meeting, and then all the meeting 
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does is that it approves of 
action.” 

“Not at all, because all the r 
lutions which are the church’s act 
at such a Synod and all the nomit 
for the various positions are subi 
ted to the local congregations, wh 
they are discussed and the deleg: 
from each congregation know 
feeling of their congregation. H 
in the congregation, is where 
real discussion is, for if a man is 
before strangers, he certainly is 
in his home surroundings.” 


“Now let’s go back a bit. Hov 
the Synod made up?” 


“It’s an organisation of congre 
tions. Each congregation is a me 
ber, the congregation applies 
membership with its constitution. 
this is accepted, the congregation 
comes a member of Synod. T 
means it has now the right to 
heard and the right to be involvec 
the decision of the Synod. 


“I suppose this is why a cong 
gation can’t be indifferent to 
action taken by the Synod.” 


“That’s right. Now I'll give 3 
an example. For many years a dre 
of Lutheran churches all over 
country lay dormant. Then the re 
ization of the command of the Li 
to go into all the world and prez 
the Gospel to every creature beg 
to be an important matter to me 
bers of the church. It was at tl 
time that a plan of action was und 
taken, to begin: work on an expai 
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g scale. It was then formally pre- 
ted to a meeting such as the one 
e talked about, and it was accepted 
the Master Plan of the church.” 


“How has it worked out?” 


“T think that the first year every- 
ing about it was purely a dream, 
ad although it was talked about, it 
s not real to the minds of many 
pople. It was at the second Synod 
which this was discussed and a 
mimittee was formed to inform and 
1 supply the initiative for action 
iroughout the church. You see, all 
1e congregations had agreed to the 
lan but none of them put it to 
ork. When this was realised, it 
ume to the attention of the congre- 
tions through a resolution to be 
iscussed at the Synod, and the con- 
regations then decided to have a 
ommittee to lead them in the work 
ey had undertaken. 


“Well, then, I suppose now the 
ommittee tells the congregation 
hat to do.” 


“No that’s not right either, because 
1¢ committee is only an advisory 
omimittee and has no right to in- 
‘inge on the autonomy of the con- 
regation.” 


“How.can such a committee do 
ything then?” 


“This is how it works. Every con- 
egation is asked to appoint a repre- 
entative to the Master Plan com- 
ittee. It is absolutely vital that this 
kes place, for this person not only 
rings the need of the congregation 
9 the attention of the whole com- 
ittee, but he also shares with the 
thers present the experience of his 
ngregation in this work.” 
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“Do these people then have the 
right to say ‘you must do this’ to 
their congregations ?” 


“No, it still isn’t so, because the 


representatives can only go back to | 


their Voters’ Assemblies and tell them 
what has transpired in the meeting 
which they attended as a representa- 
tive. Only the voters can then decide 
the action within the congregation. 
This means then that each congrega- 
tion must work out its own Master 
Plan. When youcome right down to it, 
it means that every member of every 
congregation must feel the responsi- 
bility for this work. As the Synod 
is made up of congregations, the 
congregation is made up of indi- 
viduals who must all be the conse- 
crated servants of the Lord, if J" 
work is to go forward. Every mem- 
ber must make a plan for himself, a 
plan that involves him in his faith in 
Jesus Christ, a plan that involves 


him to the extent that he says, ‘Iam _ 


the Lord’s, I live under Him in His 
Kingdom, and I serve Him in my 
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life here and hereafter’. 


“T see, then, a Synod is nothing 
more than the organisation through 
which each individual carries out the 
command of God to preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature, and it is only 
as he himself works at this that the 
Synod can work,” 


“Well, we’d better get back to 
work. The boss gave me a day off 
work for Synod, but I doubt if that 
meant he would give me time off to 
discuss it with the rest of the people 
at work.” 


Tue LISTENER. 


FIVE 


ORDINATION { commissioned as Lutheran pastor to EP 
ilbride, Scotland, at the 1962 Synod - Geo. Pearce. Assisting are the other ELM 
eft t g KENNETE Joun Sims (Petts Wood Desmond Jee 
Wa B s (Bore Ruislip), Norman Nacer (Cambridg iy 
Norman Heintz (Kentish Tov nd), RupotpH BLanKk (Cambridge), Mar 7™’ 
SRaAMMEIER (Cardiff), Ropert Br ex Wrincer (Tottenham), V. H. Henle 
Four y member the ceremony: James TayLor, CuHaries Fry, E, 
GC. I Zz 


Growing Maturity 
An Impression of the 1962 Synod 


AA { 
R ennett WV We er Cambride 
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This year’s Synod at Kentish Town of location from Cardiff to Kent 
was rather a surprise to ae who Town there had been a kind of shy 
attended it. It wasn’t oe Cte ing of gears in the minds of the dey 
surprise A fetta: ae, an gates. It is too strong to say that: 
unexpecte lappening. atner, it : . : < : r 

eo Se eco eae ; was anti-climacteric, but it tendl} 
was the surprise of a person who . that direction. Tape 
hears a recording of his voice for the 7+” a3 : : Tr 
Beeeeite snd asks nineehbiy. . 1s taken with the absence beforehau! 
that really me?” It was the surprise of any issues of burning importamy 
of the ELCE getting a new and un- brought the delegates there wl 
expected view of itself. what seemed to be a lack of ae 

Because of the last minute change great expectations in specific thirs} 
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‘The entire group was, therefore, 
easantly surprised to find itself car- 
-d along on unexpectedly interest- 
lz and encouraging currents of 
ought that developed right out of 
e meeting itself. 


What were these new understand- 
izs that seemed to grow out of the 
nod itself? They can, I believe, be 
it together under three headings. 


I. The increasing role of the lay 
pople in our church, in general, 
1d of the individual congregations 
particular. 


We will leave the facts and figures 
the church’s activity over the past 
war to the statistical reports, It is 
fficient here to say that as one 
died the reports of the congrega- 
ons, it was clear that the increase in 
@ tivity and interest that they repre- 
nted was the story of more and 
Jore lay people taking hold of their 
iesthood and exercising it. 


This came through most clearly 
ring the reports of the congrega- 
‘Jons that were delivered by the lay 
elegates. As the report of St. 
jndrews in Ruislip was given, for 
stance, all of us there must have 
id to ourselves, “So all of that is 
ding on in Ruislip . . . fancy that! 
‘nd it’s all originating there. New 
jians are tried and rejected or ac- 
“Ppted, new moves are made, and 
“Ye don’t even know about them 
ntil they are all underway.” Here 
vas a congregation, like others, that 
Vas leaving its infancy and standing 
§nd walking all by itself. 


) The same held true for St. Pauls 
f Borehamwood, as another ex- 
People had pulled together 
aere during the absence of the pas- 
or who had been on furlough, and 
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it had all gone on without interrupt- 
ion. The Lutheran congregation in 
that place has an existence of its 
own. And more and more the congre- 
gations would be feeling this life of 
their own: that was the surprising 
understanding one felt penetrating 
one’s realisation. 


II. A growing understanding of 
the size and shape of the pastor’s 
function in the church. 


First of all the Synodical Essay 
started our minds in this direction. 
It dealt with the pastor and his place 
in the life of the church, laying out 
the Lutheran understanding of what 
the pastor is and does, 

More than ever before there was a 
picture, not of a few pastors holding 
a church together, but of a group of 
men, widely differing as to person- 
ality and interest, functioning within 
a church that. was far more than 
they. 


All of this became very real as , 
fourteen vested clergy stood in the 
sanctuary and received yet another 
into the pastoral ministry. So many 
stoles and surplices had never been 
seen at one time in ELCE! First the 
lay members of the Executive Coun- 
cil committed Pastor Fanning’s min- ~ 
istry in East Kilbride (Scotland) to 
him, and then the pastorate wel- 
comed him with the laying on of 
hands and with prayer. There the 
whole group was . . . ministers of the 
Word in the church. From that point 
on, one tended to look at one’s own 
pastor as a member of that group, 
doing his unique work in one’s con- 
gregation. It could never again be 
quite so restricted a view of him and 
of his ministry, limited to one time 
and place. 


(Continued on page 10) 
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N@WS from the 1962 Synod 


® “ Workers with the Lord” 


The Synod Essay by Preceptor Norman Nagel of Westfield House, Cambridge, 
the topic “Workers with the Lord”, provided the theme for the sessions and devotio 
of the Eighth Annual Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of England wh 
took place at Luther-Tyndale Memorial Church, Kentish Town, London, 11-12 } 
Originally planned to be held at the new Lutheran Church in Cardiff, Wales, the sil 
of the annual general meeting of the Church had to be transferred to London bec: uu 
of smallpox in South Wales. 


@ Eighth Congregation Accepted 


One of the highlights of the 1962 Synod was the admission of the Evange 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Cambridge, as the eighth ELCE 
congregation. Member congregations at Synod have the right to vote whereas 
have only advisory power. 


® Councillors Re-elected 


All three members of the Executive Council whose terms had expired were 
elected for another three years: Dr. E. Geo. Pearce as Chairman, and Pastor Arn@ 
Rakow and Mr. Charles Fry as Councillors. Mr. R. Mead of Holy Trinity and 
J. Hardy of St. Pauls, Borehamwood, were voted as new members to an enlarg 
Church Extension Fund Committee. Mr. Jack Ansett of St. Pauls, Boreham We 
was re-elected to the Master Plan Committee. 


® Permanent Foreign Mission ? 


The Synod passed @ resolution asking the Executive Council to appoint a commit 
to study the possibility of the ELCE sponsoring a permanent foreign mission field 
which it will assume continuing responsibility, instead of, as at present, selecting ea 
year for its foreign mission offerings a field of another church. 


® Annual Teachers’ Convention 


Also approved was a resolution that Sunday School teachers from ELCE congreg@ 
tions and missions should meet once a year to share ideas and programmes. T § 
resolution was proposed by St. Andrews, Ruislip, and its invitation to hold the fi 
Sunday School Teachers’ Convention at Ruislip in September 1962 was accepted. 


® Chairman’s Annual Report 


In giving the annual Chairman’s Report to the Synod, Dr. Pearce stated that ¥ 
ELCE had shown an 8% increase over 1961 in Christian giving, 11.3% in commue@ 
cant membership. At Sunde rland, after long deliberation, it had been decided no® 
proceed with building a church on the suburban Grindon site but to consolidate EL 
work in Sunderland on a new, more central site where both the present Grin 
Lutheran mission and St. Timothys Lutheran Congregation could combine their effow 
At Harlow, building operations had been delayed for almost two years by planns@) 
changes and price difficulties, but these were being overcome. Ahead lay new buildy 
projects at Petts Wood and Plymouth. The ELCE Chairman also reported six Execut 
Council visits in 1961 to discuss mission and building problems, but reminded Vi 
delegates that full church visitations could be initiated only by the invitation of + 
congregation. Dr. Pearce pointed to the whole-hearted participation of ELCE past 
in all Lutheran conferences that had taken place in 1961 and,in particular,to exchaw 
visits between Polish Lutheran and ELCE congregations. 

On the recommendation of the Executive Council, the Synod passed a resolu® 
declaring readiness “to initiate pulpit and altar fellowship with the congregations 
the Polish Lutheran Church in the United Kingdom”. 
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News from the 1962 Synod 


Whe Synod in Session at Luther-Tyndale on Saturday, 12 May, thirty-two delegates, 
‘Jepresenting the congregations and missions of the ELCE, ranged on either side of the 
Wfficers, Secretary E. F. R. Situ, Chairman E, G. Pearce, Treasurer James Taytor. | 


Lutheran Agencies’ Report 


i Constituting itself as the Annual General Meeting of Concordia Publishing House 

Jamited under the chairmanship of Pastor W. P. Borgas, the Synod authorised the 

joard for Lutheran Agencies to negotiate with Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
Aissouri, U.S.A. for such financial assistance as would enable energetic expansion in 
00k publication. 


) Other Reports 


| 
The delegates also heard reports from other boards and committees, and from every 


jongregation and mission, the latter being given in almost all cases by laymen. Lay 
jelegates also offered the prayers with which each of the five sessions were opened and 


losed. 
The “Official Report” of the proceedings of the Synod will be issued later in the 


ear, 


Ordination in Closing Service 


The moving climax of the 1962 Synod was the Ordination of Mr. Warren Fanning 
1 the Service of Holy Conimunion ‘with which the meeting ended. Making his 
tdination vows in the presence of the whole church, as assembled in Synod, the 
9-year old Canadian was ordained and commissioned as ELCE pastor in Scotland by 
dr. Pearce in a service in which all fourteen ELCE clergy and the four lay members of 
he Executive Council took part. 
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Ne@wWS from the 1962 Synod 


(Continued from page 7) 

Against that background, the news 
from Cambridge of English students 
soon to come took on a different 
colour. Now there would be men 
from the church in this land who 
would take up the same ministry, and 
the Lord would be helping our 
church to supply men for that 
unique service of the Word. That 
was good. 

Ill. A sense of our geographical 
spreading out, and all that this im- 
plies. 

This idea is very close to the first 
two. There was heard more than 
once the voice that said, ‘“That’s 
perfectly alright for the London 
area congregations, but what about 
those who are farther away?” More 
and more the Chairman had to 
preface announcements with, “For 
those of us in the London area .. .”. 
Our church can no longer come to- 
gether on a day’s notice! So, while 


the centre of gravity. still rema 
London and its environs, one came 
understand that our outlook must 
as wide as our kingdom. There v 
the Scotsman (transplanted, to 
sure!) who complained of the “Er 
land” in our official title, and h 
Cardiff and East Kilbride to ilh 
trate his point. 

All in all, there seemed to be 
feeling that when we come togetk 
the whole is bigger than the sum 
its parts, and there are still surpris 
It was like a stirring of the wind 
the Spirit (cf. John 3) that made t 
preachers proclaim the Gospel wi 
unusual power and lifted the min 
and hearts of all who were there. — 

While this year, as in former yea 
we looked at ourselves as “workers * 
gether with God,” perhaps the exciti 
thing was that we were led to le 
away from our part in the partni 
ship and marvel at His working 
the Gospel to make new men of © 


MRS. BARKER PRESIDENT AGAIN 


Lutheran women re-elected Mrs. E. 
Barker of Christ Lutheran Church, Petts 
Wood, for her second term as President 
of the Lutheran Womens League at the 
Third LWL Convention at St. Andrews 
Lutheran Church, Ruislip, on 2 June. 
Mrs. J. Weyer of Holy Trinity, Tot- 
tenham, was voted Secretary and Mrs. J. 
Hardy of St. Pauls, Boreham Wood, Mrs. 
G. E. Smith of St. Andrews, Ruislip, Mrs. 
F. Hillenbrand of Luther-Tyndale, Kent- 
ish Town, as new members of the Execu- 
tive Committee. 


The Convention, attended by some 
seventy women from local LWL guilds in 
London, Cambridge, Cardiff, Plymouth, 
and Sunderland, chose home and foreign 
projects for their 1962 ‘“‘mite-box” offer- 
ings. Out of three home projects sug- 
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gested, including theological books 
Westfield library, Cambridge, and 
lery for use at ELCE functions, t 
chose to provide a duplicator for the 
mission in Scotland. The Ogoja (Nige 
Medical Fund, the Vadakangulum (In) 
Mission School, and relief for the age 
the Hong Kong mission were propose 
foreign projects. The delegates vote 
Hong Kong. 


Dedicated by Pastor Roger Wi 
LWL advisor, at the Convention was” 
of the 1961 projects: the portable a. 
communion rails, lectern, font, ca: 
sticks and crucifix, and frontal and d: 
curtains. These furnishings will be — 
for worship in halls in new missions. 


The Convention speaker was Dy 
Geo. Pearce who spoke on the the 
“One in Faith—but Divided in Cc) 


sion”’. : 
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